This route, which takes in the castles in
the north of the county (Jorba, Rubio,
Segur, La Manresana, Calonge and
Castellfollit) offers you the chance to
explore the important legacy left
behind in the county of Anoia by
Wilfred the Hairy.

Peter Il the Ceremonious aimed to sort
out the problems triggered by the
emergence of Catalan power in the
Mediterranean region. This route
covers the castles in the west of the
county (Tous, Montbui, Argengola,
Queralt, Vilademager, Miralles, Orpi,
Contrast and La Rogueta), giving you
the chance to find out about all the
problems he had to deal with.
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Anoia Land of castles is a mobile app
designed to be used with three routes,
explaining the history of Anoia’s castles and
the people who lived in them.

The app provides detailed information on the history
of each castle and its most important features.

This route, which covers the castles in
the east of the county (Odena, Cas-
telloli, Claramunt, Torre de Claramunt,
Piera, Feixe, Bedorc and Cabrera) is a
great way to explore the conflicts that
arose between King James | and the
noblemen of Anoia.
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“Anoia, land of castles” is an initiative aimed at show-
casing one the major attractions of the county. Anoia
boasts a rich cultural heritage but its castles and towers
occupy a prominent position thanks to their abundance
and diversity.

The county of Anoia boasts a rich cultural and natural hetitage but the castles and towers
scattered throughout the area stand out in particular.

This guide, entitled “Anoia, land of castles”, presents a selection of towers and castles
that offer a superb introduction to mediaeval Anoia, a must-see area for history and
nature enthusiasts.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Many of the towers and castles in Anoia date from between the mid-10th century and the
mid-1lth century, a period during which the counts of Barcelona, Osona-Manresa and
Berga-Cerdanya occupied and repopulated the area, putting an end to Moorish rule in
the region. When the border shifted and the castles were no longer situated on the front
line, they became the administrative centres of the new feudal lordships At this time,
Anoia was ruled by the powerful Claramunt, Montoui, Tous and Odena families, among
others.

Fom the 14th century, the Cardona family gained control of the county’s main lordships,
whose towers and castles became the residences of the administrators appointed by the
family. As the centuries went by and cities grew in importance, these ancient centres of
power were gradually abandoned or converted into farmhouses or residences.
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Sesguelo_[.é s Claramunt Castle stands at the top of a hill, overlooking the

point where the gorge of the Anoia river opens into the

Conca d’Odena. Founded in the second half of the 10th
23 century, it was located in the county of Barcelona and
formed part of the dense network of castles that marked the
boundary line between the Catalan counties and Al-Anda-
lus, serving to protect and organise the territory.

DIRECCIO LLEIDA

@® Jorba

Santa Margarida
de Montbui
A-2

2 DIRECCIO BARCELONA

Els Hostalets

de Pierola
Carme

Orpi @

15
® Santa Maria

de Miralles :
u,“Mosquefo .

.

7

Llacuna

14

This hilltop fortress formed part of the possessions of the
county of Cerdanya in around 1000 AD.
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Dating back to at least the 10th century, it is mentioned as the
boundary castle between the bishoprics of Vic and Barcelona.
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Miralles Castle enabled the control and repopulation of the
county towards the west.

Montbui Castle (or Castle of La Tossa) stands on an elevation
known as 'La Tossa', the spur of the Queralt mountain range
that offers a commanding view of the entire Conca d’Odena.
This area, conguered by Wilfred the Hairy in the 9th centu-

ry, passed into the hands of the Bishopric of Vic at the end of

the 10th century. As such, the bishopric was responsible for
having the castle and church built.

Manresana Castle, mentioned in records dating back to the
1lth century, was governed by the Balsareny family. It served
as a strategic site in the Battle of Prats de Rel in 1711, during

the War of the Spanish Succession, when it was used by Count

Starhemberg as a base for directing the Austrian troops.
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and the paths leading to it.
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Anoia area that is still inhabited.
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Castle set on a rugged crest line between the Alta Segarra
area, the Conca d'Odena and the Pla de Bages.

Hilltop castle that served to control the Conca d’Odena

The castle of the Torre de Claramunt is one of the few in the

Castle dating from the end of the 10th century, situated
right on the border facing Moorish territory.
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Tous Castle is set on a hill of key importance for controlling
the passes between the Conca d'Odena and the Conca de
Barbera. Conquered by Wilfred the Hairy at the end of the

9th century, the castle was rebuilt and the place repopulated

when the area fell under the control of the Bishopric of Vic
(with Abbot Oliba at its head) in the 1lth century.
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Odena Castle stands at the top of a hill in an excellent location
for defence purposes. From its highest point we can see the
Conca d’'Odena and several of the surrounding castles.

Although the area was conquered at the end of the 9th century

by the county of Osona-Manresa, the earliest evidence of the
castle's existence dates back to the mid-10th century.
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This imposing castle, situated at the top of a bluff, dates
back to at least the year 987. Under the dominion of the
counts of Barcelona, it was entrusted first of all to the Queralt
family and then to the Cervelld family, who held the title of
Barons of Llacuna. Its walled enclosure and towers are
especially noteworthy.
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Castle dating from the 1lth century, offering a commanding view of
cami ral (royal way) where it passed through the Capellades Gorge.

10th-century rock castle built on two different levels, adapting to
the profile of the rock.

This imposing fortress is enclosed by a wall of large ashlars and
crowned by a bullding with towers

lgualada was encircled by different sets of walls over the centuries, of
which a section dating from the 15th century with two gates has survived.
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This castle is also known as the Castle of King James |,
who spent long periods here when he travelled to inland
Catalunya. It consists of a single building attached to a
crenellated tower and enclosed by a crenellated wall.
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